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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE ON WHALES 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S MESSAGE TO 29TH 
INTERNATIONAL WHALING CONFERENCE AT CANBERRA JUNE 20-24: 

BEGIN TEXT.. WHALES HAVE BECOME SYMBOLIC OF OUR ENVI- 
RONMENTAL PROBLEMS AS A WHOLE. NO LONGER ARE THEY 
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VIEWED AS A PRODUCT FROM THE SEA AVAILABLE TO THOSE 
WITH THE TECHNOLOGY FOR THEIR HARVEST. FIVE YEARS 
AGO, THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEEN NATIONS AT THE 
UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE ENVIRONMENT OVER- 
WHELMINGLY VOICED THEIR CONCERN FOR CONSERVATION OF 
THE WORLD'S WHALES. I PERSONALLY WORKED TOWARD THE 
PASSAGE OF THAT RESOLUTION AND AM FIRMLY COMMITTED TO 
THE PRESERVATIO; OF THESE UNIQUE MAMMALS. GLOBAL 
CONCERN HAS INCREASED STEADILY SINCE 1972, AND 
PEOPLE THE WORLD OVER WILL BE WATCHING WHAT YOU DO 
HERE. 

IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS, THE INTERNATIONAL WHALING 
COMMISSION HAS MADE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS TOWARD 
EFFECTIVE CONSERVATION OF THE WORLD S WHALE RESOURCE, 

MOST NOTABLY IN STRENGTHENING THE SCIENTIFIC BASIS 
FOR YOUR ACTIONS AND, IN COOPERATION WITH EACH 
MEMBER NATION, IN IMPLEMENTING THESE SCIENTIFIC 
RECOMMENDATIONS. WHILE I CONGRATULATE YOU FOR THESE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS, MUCH MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE TO 
ACHIEVE PROTECTION OF WHALES. 

JUST ONE MONTH AGO, IN MY ENVIRONMENTAL MESSAGE TO 
THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, I REAFFIRMED THE 
CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
FOR THE TEN- YEAR WORLDWIDE MORATORIUM ON COMMERCIAL 
WHALING AND PROHIBITION OF COMMERCIAL WHALING WITHIN 
OUR TWO-HUNDRED-MILE FISHERY ZONE. 
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AT THE SAME TIME, I EXPRESSED TO THE CONGRESS OUR 
FIRM BACKING FOR THE WORK OF THE IWC AND OUR HOPE 
FOR EARLY RENEGOTIATION OF THE 1946 WHALING CONVEN- 
TION TO PROVIDE STRONGER AND MORE COMPREHENSIVE 
PROTECTION OF ALL CETACEANS THROUGHOUT THEIR RANGE. 

FINALLY, I ASKED THE AGENCIES OF OUR GOVERNMENT TO 
REPORT TO ME ON ACTIONS BY COUNTRIES WHICH DIMINISH 
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CONSERVATION REGIME OF 
THE IWC. WE IN THE UNITED STATES ARE DETERMINED TO 
EXPLORE EVERY PRACTICAL MEASURE TO REINFORCE THE 
VITAL WORK OF THIS BODY. 

THE UNITED STATES HOPES TO SEE ALL WHALING NATIONS, 

AS WELL AS INTERESTED NONWHALING NATIONS, JOIN IN 
THE IMPORTANT WORK OF THE IWC SO THAT WE MAY CREATE 
A TRULY EFFECTIVE AND REPRESENTATIVE INTERNATIONAL 
SYSTEM TO SAFEGUARD WHALES FOR THE FUTURE. I 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


WELCOME THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REAFFIRM MY GOVERNMENT S 
STRONG SUPPORT FOR THE CONSERVATION EFFORTS OF THIS 
COMMISSION AND TO EXTEND MY PERSONAL WISHES FOR 
YOUR SUCCESS. END TEXT. VANCE 
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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE ON WHALES 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S MESSAGE TO 29TH 
INTERNATIONAL WHALING CONFERENCE AT CANBERRA JUNE 20-24: 

BEGIN TEXT.. WHALES HAVE BECOME SYMBOLIC OF OUR ENVI- 
RONMENTAL PROBLEMS AS A WHOLE. NO LONGER ARE THEY 
VIEWED AS A PRODUCT FROM THE SEA AVAILABLE TO THOSE 
WITH THE TECHNOLOGY FOR THEIR HARVEST. FIVE YEARS 
AGO, THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEEN NATIONS AT THE 
UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE ENVIRONMENT OVER- 
WHELMINGLY VOICED THEIR CONCERN FOR CONSERVATION OF 
THE WORLD'S WHALES. I PERSONALLY WORKED TOWARD THE 
PASSAGE OF THAT RESOLUTION AND AM FIRMLY COMMITTED TO 
THE PRESERVATIO; OF THESE UNIQUE MAMMALS. GLOBAL 
CONCERN HAS INCREASED STEADILY SINCE 1972, AND 
PEOPLE THE WORLD OVER WILL BE WATCHING WHAT YOU DO 
HERE. 

IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS, THE INTERNATIONAL WHALING 
COMMISSION HAS MADE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS TOWARD 
EFFECTIVE CONSERVATION OF THE WORLD'S WHALE RESOURCE, 

MOST NOTABLY IN STRENGTHENING THE SCIENTIFIC BASIS 
FOR YOUR ACTIONS AND, IN COOPERATION WITH EACH 
MEMBER NATION, IN IMPLEMENTING THESE SCIENTIFIC 
RECOMMENDATIONS. WHILE I CONGRATULATE YOU FOR THESE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS, MUCH MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE TO 
ACHIEVE PROTECTION OF WHALES. 

JUST ONE MONTH AGO, IN MY ENVIRONMENTAL MESSAGE TO 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, I REAFFIRMED THE 
CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
FOR THE TEN- YEAR WORLDWIDE MORATORIUM ON COMMERCIAL 
WHALING AND PROHIBITION OF COMMERCIAL WHALING WITHIN 
OUR TWO-HUNDRED-MILE FISHERY ZONE. 

AT THE SAME TIME, I EXPRESSED TO THE CONGRESS OUR 
FIRM BACKING FOR THE WORK OF THE IWC AND OUR HOPE 
FOR EARLY RENEGOTIATION OF THE 1946 WHALING CONVEN- 
TION TO PROVIDE STRONGER AND MORE COMPREHENSIVE 
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PROTECTION OF ALL CETACEANS THROUGHOUT THEIR RANGE. 

FINALLY, I ASKED THE AGENCIES OF OUR GOVERNMENT TO 
REPORT TO ME ON ACTIONS BY COUNTRIES WHICH DIMINISH 
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CONSERVATION REGIME OF 
THE IWC. WE IN THE UNITED STATES ARE DETERMINED TO 
EXPLORE EVERY PRACTICAL MEASURE TO REINFORCE THE 
VITAL WORK OF THIS BODY. 

THE UNITED STATES HOPES TO SEE ALL WHALING NATIONS, 

AS WELL AS INTERESTED NONWHALING NATIONS, JOIN IN 
THE IMPORTANT WORK OF THE IWC SO THAT WE MAY CREATE 
A TRULY EFFECTIVE AND REPRESENTATIVE INTERNATIONAL 
SYSTEM TO SAFEGUARD WHALES FOR THE FUTURE. I 
WELCOME THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REAFFIRM MY GOVERNMENT S 
STRONG SUPPORT FOR THE CONSERVATION EFFORTS OF THIS 
COMMISSION AND TO EXTEND MY PERSONAL WISHES FOR 
YOUR SUCCESS. END TEXT. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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